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PLEA FOR 100% VERIFICATION WITH VVPAT

SC rejects return to
ballot paper, poses
questions on EVMs,
counting process

We have seen, we have not forgotten...
don’t try to bring down system: Bench

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, APRIL 16

DISMISSING THE idea of areturn
to the ballot paper era, the
Supreme Court Tuesday ques-
tioned petitioners who raised
doubts on the sanctity of voting
through Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) with the
judges stating that they have not
yet forgotten what used to hap-
pen when votes were cast
through ballot papers.

“Fortunately, we are now in
our sixties. We have seen what
used to happen earlier. Have you
forgotten that? If you have for-
gotten that,Iam sorry, I have not
forgotten,” Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
presiding over a two-judge
bench, told Advocate Prashant
Bhushan who appeared for pe-
titioner-NGO Association for
Democratic Reforms seeking
100% verification of EVM votes
with VVPAT slips. At present, 5
EVMs are randomly verified
against VVPAT slips per
Assembly segment.

EXPLAINED

Atheart of
® debate

THE PETITION for 100%
verification of EVM votes
with VVPAT slips is being
heard at a time when the
Lok Sabha election
process is underway. The
Opposition has been ask-
ing questions about the
foolproof nature of the
EVMs and some have
even suggested a return
to the ballot paper.
Currently, 5 EVMs are
randomly verified
against VVPAT slips per
Assembly segment.

Bhushan wondered if it was

booth capturing that the judge
was referring to.

To this, Justice Khanna said,

“Forget about booth capturing.
What happens when ballot

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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INDIA-ORIGIN GOPI THOTAKURA HEADS
TO SPACE: WHATIS SPACE TOURISM?

GOPITHOTAKURA, an entrepreneur and
apilot, is set to become the first person of

Indian origin to go to space as a tourist on
the N5-25 mission of Blue Gnm:gggm-_
%@@Mﬂ.&mwho is also
the founder of Amazon. Thotakura has

Tiselected as one of the six crew mem-
bers for the mission. The launch date of
the mission is yet to be announced.

In recent years, space tourism has
grown in popularity. In 2023, the space
tourism market was estimated to be
worth $848.28 million. It is expected to
grow to $27,861.99 million by 2032.

However, there are several challenges
that may limit the industry’s growth.

What is space tourism?
Space tourismis a form of space travel,
whichisdone for recreational or business

purposes. There are two main types of
space tourism, sub-orbi i

The sub-orbital spacecraft takes pas-
sengers just beyond the Karman line —.it
lies nearly 100 kilometres above our heads
and is conside
tween Earth’s atmosphere and outer space.
The passengers get tospend a few minutes
inouter space and then comeback to Earth.
The NS-25 mission, which Thotakura is a
partol,isas | ission.

Orbital spacecraft take passengers

much farther than the Karman line.
Usually, passengers can spend from a
couple of days to more than a week atan
alfitude of u

In 2021, Space X's Falcon 9 took four
passengers toanaltitude of 160 km, where

Gopi Thotakura. Linkedin

they spent three days orbiting the Earth.

What are the challenges?

Currently, space tourismis expensive.
A passenger generally has to pay at least
amillion dollars to reach outer space. This
is mainly because of high manufacturing

costs and the cost of fuel.
Studies have found thatspace tourism
may cause 1 age as
i i micals

directly into the upper atmosphere.

2022 study published inthe journal
Earth’s Future found that soot emissions
from rocket launches are far more effec-
tive at warming the atmosphere com-
pared to other sources.

Safety is also a concern. Atotal of 676
wmmm!_
them have died as of November 2023, ac-

my
Magazine. This means that approximately
3% of astronauts died during their space
flight which is a high fatality rate. ENS
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Ready to give
public apology:
Balkrishna,
RamdevinSC

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 16

YOGA GURU Ramdev and
Patanjali Ayurved Managing
Director Acharya Balkrishna on
Tuesday tendered their apologies
in person to the Supreme Court
for holding a press conference
and publishing advertisementsin
violation of courtorders, and said
they were willing to give a “pub-
lic apology to show contrition”.

“l am willing to give a public
apology to show contrition and
totell the public that its not that
1 am doing some lip service in
court....," Senior Advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Ramdev
and Balkrishna, told a bench of
Justices Hima Kohli and
Ahsanuddin Amanullah.

Inresponse toqueries fromthe
bench on why he did not refrain
fromdisparaging other systems of
medicine and announce hisclaims
by parading patients on the stage
instead of approaching the inter-
disciplinary medical committee
with evidence to back his claims,
Ramdev said, “Aage se mein is
tathya ke prati 100 per cent jagrook
rahunga(Iwill be 100 per centalert
tothis fact hereafter). It's not good
for me too that such things hap-
pen. It happened in zest for work.
Willnotdoit in future.”

The court had pulled up the
yogaguru overa press conference
he heldon November 22,2023 in
Haridwar and an advertisement
issued by the company on
December4, 2023, in alleged vio-
lation of aNovember 21,2023 un-
dertaking to the court that
“henceforth there shall not be any
violation of any law(s), especially
relating to advertising or brand-
ing of products manufactured
and marketed by it (Patanjali
Ayurved)and. further, thatnoca-
sual statements claiming medic-
inal efficacy or against any system
of medicine will be released to
the mediain any form™.

Taking note of the submis-
sions on Tuesday, the bench ad-
Jjourned the hearing till April 23.
Itsaid in the order, “Senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi appearing for
the proposed contemnors sub-
mits that to redeem themselves
and demonstrate their bonafides,

G~

Yoga guru Ramdev, Patanjali
MD Acharya Balkrishna. File

they (Ramdev and Balkrishna)
propose to take some steps....and
request one week’s time to revert
on the aforesaid aspect. This
court has interacted with the
proposed contenmors and heard
their submissions. At the

of the respondents, list on April
23 (next hearing)."

Thebenchtold theduoit had
not decided yet whether it
should forgive them as it had to
consider their previous history
too. “At this moment we are not
saying they are off the hook ei-
ther,” Justice Kohli told Rohatgi.

During the interaction with
the bench in Hindi, Ramdev said
atthe veryoutset thathe had al-
ready tendered an “uncondi-
tional and unqualified” apology
for the “mistakes”.

Justice Kohli then told him
that Ayurveda had been going on
since the time of Maharishi
Charak. Pointing out that there
are also other systems of medi-
cine like Siddha and Unani, she
asked ifit was necessary tospeak
ill of other systems of medicines
to promote Ayurveda.

Ramdev replied it was never
his intention to disrespect the
court. He said that Patanjali had
done a lot to make Ayurveda an
evidence-based practice and
that he did not want to criticise
any other system of medicine.

Justice Kohli told him that he
should have approached the in-
terdisciplinary medical commit-
tee set up under the Union of
Indiaif he had some evidence on
curative effects of adrug, instead
of parading someone on stage
and announcing that he had
been cured of all illnesses.

Justice Kohli added that no
one had the right to speak ill of
other systems to promote their
own. Ramdev agreed, and as-
sured to take care in the future.
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DISMISSING THE idea of areturn
to the ballot paper era, the
Supreme Court Tuesday ques-
tioned petitioners who raised
doubts on the sanctity of voting
through Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) with the
judges stating that they have not
yet forgotten what used to hap-
pen when votes were cast
through ballot papers.
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THE PETITION for 100%
verification of EVM votes
with VVPAT slips is being
heard at a time when the
Lok Sabha election
process is underway. The
Opposition has been ask-
ing questions about the
foolproof nature of the
EVMs and some have
even suggested a return
to the ballot paper.
Currently, 5 EVMs are
randomly verified
against VVPAT slips per
Assembly segment.

Bhushan wondered if it was
booth capturing that the judge
was referring to.

To this, Justice Khanna said,
“Forget about booth capturing.
What happens when ballot
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«SC rejects return to ballot paper, asks about EVMs, vote counting process

papersare... anyway. Let's noten-
ter into a debate.”

Bhushan had brought up the
idea of ballot papers when the
bench, also comprising Justice
Dipankar Datta, asked him what
alternative he had in mind to the
EVMs.

“Earlier, there used to be bal-
lot papers. There can be ballot pa-

pers. Most Ei an countries
have bxktosm 5

ﬁemlksadm&mm
hadgivena

constitutional court
Judgment on why EVMs cannot

be trusted and, therefore
%U\ij&n

Datta said the conduct of elections
inIndia is“a humongous task. Not
possible for any European coun-
try to conduct. Let's not draw
analogies and comparisons from
Germany and other countries. My
home state West Bengal has more
population than what Mr
Bhushan said about Germany’s
population. It's a very small
state... We have to repose some
trust and confidence in some-
body. Of course, they are account-
able. .. But don'ttryto bring down
the system like this.”

The bench also posed a series
of searching questions on the
working of the EVMs and the
process of storing them and
counting the votes.

It also questioned the ADR

submission that “majority of vot-
ers don't trust EVMs™ and asked
Bhushan who made the submis-
sion “where do you get that™ from.

Bhushan replied that it was a
CSDS-Lokniti poll. “Poll! _Let’s not
believe in these private polls,”
Justice Datta said. Justice Khanna
said, “This type of argument may
not be acceptable because there is
nodata with regard to that. A pi-
vate poll will not be able to... It's
possible somebody else will take
out apoll to the contrary. Let's not
go into all that.”

To an intervenor who con-
tended that EVMs are manufac-
tured by a Public Sector
Undertaking and the technical
person there is not accountable,
Justice Khanna said, “You will be
happy with the private sector
manufacturing the machines?....
If the private sector was manufac-
turing, youwould have come here
and said it should not be manu-
factured by the private sector.”

The bench said, “As far as
when we have to examine
whether the EVMs are function-
ing properly, we will have togo by
the data. With regard to what is
the total number of votes polled
in a particular year-on-year to-
gether, and whether they have tal-
lied it with the total number of
votes counted lateron, how many
cases there were discrepancies.
How many cases ultimately the

candidates request for counting of
the paper slips were done, how
much discrepancies were found
in that. That will give us the true
picture whether the EVMsare be-
ing manipulated or the chances of
manipulation or not. That data
they will provide. We will ask
them for that data.”
Bhushan said, “We are not say-
ing that EVMs are being manipu-
lated or have been manipulated.
What we are saying is that EVMs
can be manipulated because both
EVM as well as the VWPAT have a

take the VWPAT slip and deposit it
in the ballot box so that they can
be sure that their vote has been
recorded correctly and to replace
the opaque mirrored glass on the
EVM with a transparent glass so
that one can see what is happen-
ing inside.
According to the petitioners,
the Election Commission of India
had said itwould take 12 days if all
VVPAT slips were to be counted.
Bhushan said the Election
Commission had said it cannot
share the source code of the EVM
chips ating intellectual property
rights of the maker, and this casts
agreater suspicionabout the ma-
chines. He said the EVMs are as-
sembled by two PSUs —
Electronics Corporation of India

Ltd and Bharat Electronics —
which have many BjPoffice bear-
ers as Directors.

Senior Advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan cited a news
report about ECldataon the mis-
match inthe numberof votes cast
on EVMs and the number of votes
counted in some constituencies
during the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.
He said there were “serious dis-
crepancies... in 373 constituen-
ces which wentto polls in the first
phase of the election”,

But the bench said there may
be some discrepancy sometimes
because the button may not have
been pressed immediately butin
such cases the candidates would
have the data and would ask for
counting of VWPAT slips. “If there
is any such discrepancy... each
candidate will be given that
data.... the candidates would have
immediately challenged it”
Justice Khanna said.

Sankaranayanansaid thedata
came subsequently, but the bench
did not agree. He also raised ap-
prehensions about the rule that a
voter asking for VVPAT slip will
have to give a declaration that he
is aware of the consequences if his
claim is found to be untrue which
includes imprisonment upto 6
months and fine up to Rs 1,000
This, he said, acts as adeterrent.

Hearing in the matter will
resume April 18.



HRd H SdTUH T Ygd] §R SEAHTA 1982 H el &b 70-UTH faum==guT
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ANBIIT 3R I FAUTRIT AT H HAGH bt Ufehar gt aRe |
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HRAIT Seidgli—d arfet e @1 sfder #1282 (History of EVM

in India)

Ugel YRAIT SdIUH T 3TfdSBR 1980 H “TH &t g41WhT" & gIRT fdsar 1T
YT 518 38 “getarglfeh HeTfeld AATUHET HMH" & ATH § 15 37ehde]
1980 P Usiigsd dRATAT AT| Yebldpd Hfdse &b 3YANT B “TH & g1
GRT SR T HeT fSSI18 bl dfHei1g b B8 AR | 3TIfSid TRPRI
yeRffat # Sar & feiq geferd fasam mam e

YRd fAai= 3mahT gRT 1989 H “SeiaeiHad BIURLM 3iT% sfear
fefies” & WEanT A WRA # SAITH g9 PI RB31Td bl 78 24t

1T Tl (faculty members) |




SdITH &I JITAT 31R dd-1d (Technology used in the EVM)

U SATUH | &I YT Bl &- (90T SHT18 3R HagH SdbI8 | A W
U Uid HIeR e del I 9fs 81d & | (707 578, “diorilT 3ifiart”
g1 “HagH MfIBERY” & IR I8dT & STdfd AdaH §PbTs Bl AdaH Beaf
& 3{eX IWT SITdT 2 | HARTAT Bl HAUH STRT B &b Fo71d =0T ShTS &b
U d&T 3R HaaH de4 (Ballot Button) &1 dTdT 81 fSidd €1
HAeTdl “Ade §hl8” W 3704 U8=; &b 3HICIR & A9 3R gA1d fdg &
GTHA 3ifdpd el g2 P ST HdaH Hdl Bl

sdIvq H 903 & w9 H Tt B ¥ fGfdddT I a4 “3ATRfeT um” &1
STAHTA fBIT ST 81 U §R fAd=as o1 fAAfor 81 ST &6 &1e fAmfar
gfed PIs vl TH §aTd T8l B bdl ol




HRd A EVM &1 fAaior (Manufacturing of
EVM in India)

SIITH 6 dYee & Tdh ATURUT 93t  IgordT & forgeasT fAafor “vyRa
saaglaad fafaes, ey 3R “SoagiAad BIaRA 3iTH sfsar
fafaes, BRTare” R fasar Sirar 21 Jfds g d<3t I Iarar & fSadb
PBRUT SH G HRA | 3TTHTHT I 3UANT H TAT SITAT 8, AT & BH diceo]
&P PROT SATH I fdT HI Adardr bl fasTell b1 STehT 7 o1 HI 83 F&1
Tgdr gl

Qs Sd1QH H 3Tfaddd 3840 HdAl bl RabpIs faar ST AdhdT & 3R Tdh
SATH H 3faddr 64 IWEdR & ATH 3ifdd fbT AT Ihd &1 Tdh
“Hdard sah1s” (Ballot Unit) H 16 3T adRT o1 ATH 3ifdsd I8dT & 3R
U SAITH H UH 4 SISl Bl SISl ST JdhdTl ol dfa fadl Aafea e &
64 I 37fgd IFTIEIR 8Id & dI Adald & fag URuRkes “Haus ar diad
fafar o1 vt fasar srar 21

SIITH H2MH b I I dR-d* SdTdhT Th g I 37fgch aIe BI4a1 IHT
TJEI 8, RIIfdp Hd<Td gbTs H b IRTeaR <6 ATH &b 3T 3ifded dea bl
Uch dR ST b d1& H29 d< 8T ATd T & |

TS PIS Tfdrd Th TTef Al g SdTdT & dl 3T Hdald &of 9l ardr &
S UbR SAITH HLH "Udh Afard, U die” &b fAgid ol gfafeaa wdar
2l
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YOGA GURU Ramdev and
Patanjali Ayurved Managing
Director Acharya Balkrishna on
Tuesday tendered their apologies
in person to the Supreme Court
for holding a press conference
and publishing advertisements in
violation of courtorders, and said
they were willing to give a “pub-
lic apology to show contrition™.

“I am willing to give a public
apology to show contrition and
to tell the public that its not that
1 am doing some lip service in
court...,” Senior Advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Ramdev
and Balkrishna, told a bench of
Justices Hima Kohli and
Ahsanuddin Amanullah.

Inresponse toqueries fromthe
bench on why he did not refrain
fromdisparaging other systemsof
by parading patients on the stage
instead of approaching the inter-
disciplinary medical committee
with evidence to back his claims,
Ramdev said, “Aage se mein is
tathya ke prati 100 per cent jagrook
rahunga(1will be 100 per cent alert
to this fact hereafter). It's not good
for me too that such things hap-
pen. It happened in zest for work.
Will notdo it in future.”

The court had pulled up the
yoga guru over a press conference
he held on November 22,2023 in
Haridwar and an advertisement
issued by the company on
December4, 2023, in alleged vio-
lation of a November 21, 2023 un-
dertaking to the court that
“henceforth there shall not be any
violation of any law(s), especially
relating to advertising or brand-
ing of products manufactured
and marketed by it (Patanjali
Ayurved) and. further, thatnoca-
sual statements claiming medic-
inal efficacy or against any system
of medicine will be released to
the mediain any form™.

Taking note of the submis-
sions on Tuesday, the bench ad-
Jjourned the hearing till April 23.
Itsaid in the order, “Senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi appearing for
the proposed contemnors sub-
mits that to redeem themselves
and demonstrate their bonafides,

Q=

Yoga guru Ramdev, Patanjali
MD Acharya Balkrishna. File

they (Ramdev and Balkrishna)
propose to take some steps....and
request one week’s time torevert
on the aforesaid aspect. This
court has interacted with the
proposed contenmors and heard
their submissions. At the request
of the respondents, list on April
23 (next hearing).”

The bench told the duoit had
not decided yet whether it
should forgive them as it had to
consider their previous history
too. “At this moment we are not
saying they are off the hook ei-
ther,” Justice Kohli told Rohatgi.

During the interaction with
the bench in Hindi, Ramdev said
atthe very outset that he had al-
ready tendered an “uncondi-
tional and unqualified” apology
for the “mistakes™.

Justice Kohli then told him
that Ayurveda had been going on
since the time of Maharishi
Charak. Pointing out that there
are also other systems of medi-
cine like Siddha and Unani, she
asked if it was necessary tospeak
ill of other systems of medicines
to promote Ayurveda.

Ramdev replied it was never
his intention to disrespect the
court. He said that Patanjali had
done a lot to make Ayurveda an
evidence-based practice and
that he did not want to criticise
any other system of medicine.

Justice Kohli told him that he
should have approached the in-
terdisciplinary medical commit-
tee set up under the Union of
Indiaif he had some evidence on
curative effects of adrug, instead
of parading someone on stage
and announcing that he had
been cured of all illnesses.

Justice Kohli added that no
one had the right to speak ill of
other systems to promote their
own. Ramdev agreed, and as-
sured to take care in the future.

ATATAY Y TTHAAT:

AT BT AGHHAAT 37fafFaw, 1971 (Contempt of Court Act, 1971) & 3R, =ATITAT BT 3AHTAT BT 372f
fopat =amarerar Y TRET der 3T rfaBRY B Ui 3MTER Weferd BT 81
| =@ aifofiam & sraamar & f&fder 3R sroRifee’ st # ater T 8|
o fEfde sraarAT: =marea & fast fAvfa, &by, smeer, Re, srerar 3y faset wfdsar &Y ST ggra HY 7€ rasmm
T I T BAT AT b FAfae SrauHaT Baerdr 2

o TURIFH® FAHTHAT: AT BT ATIRIIED THHAT BT 31 e F el fasft et a1 &b wepre o €, i
fofaa, Aifas, fafed , ffad ar fedt 3= adts F =rATaT Y 37THTAT Bl 81|

» BTl febal) HTHeY 1 e Heb1eM, =fdes Peal bl fAsaer 3R 3fera selvaaT derm =marerd & yerfie ga
feoaoft @RAT =ATaTeTa B IAHTAAT P 3icfd TE AT R



ATATAY B 3TTHHAT P o1 €2 BT HTTHTH:

» Fafed AT dT I ATATAT P 3TSTeAd bl THHAT &b o Sfed B DY Ay UTed 21 Ig <8 BE A &l
HTYROT BRI AT 2000 BYY dcb BT SHAT AT &A1 b HTf &1 HeblT 2|

« 9¥ 1991 ¥ dfed AT ¥ U BHAT YA fdb 3HP UM 7 bl Ga Pl afcs T Q2 7 I=a AT, 3refae
AT AT —ATTIEABROT DY IaATHAT b ATHA H Wi &fed e BT 2Aferd 21

x 3 ITATAA] BT ATATAT Dl THAEAT 1™, 1971 Y URT 10 & 3idrfa i grared) bl IgHEAT &
ford) 2fed B &1 9 31feiepR weM fasar ma |

GHEAT fefaq B 3Tagewdr:

» T BT TGHAEAT T, 1971 BT 3827 =ATATAT Y TRHAT 3R Hewd BT §4TT G472

o 3GHTAT ¥ et g€ QAferrar =rameite B wa, uerdra 3R B Wit & i defeat ot fAde d W Feradr et
gl



Hdurfis gy
o 3TTBE 129: Fafed ATATAT P W P 7aHAT F i feq e Y 2aferd & 21
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I HEMW gTdT ¢
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HIHEAT H 8 3T e, :

« U™ BT 3TEE-19 WRA & Jdd ANTRE bl il Td HIMoT BT FadardT J&H &dl § W —ArTad Bl
AT 3IH, 1971 GRT ATATAY DT BIRIYUTTE! &b fEATE d1d B U 372l @ & 2|

= B dgd AfRIIRP &, 37d: THHAT &b &8 BT IUANT AT GRT YT HTATSHT B dTel Aferd BT 3TaTsT Bl
g & o fdsar S gepar &

AT BT GHEAT 3fefaaw, 1971
(Contempt of Court Act, 1971):

» g FUFIH auEAT & @3 SfEd B qer araraal b1 ufsear &Y fFafad o &Y fas B afvrfed
AT &

= TY BT H g9 2006 W URT 13 & de&d T b1 &1 (Defence of Truth) BT 2MfAd B3 & foid Henferd
fdsam T |
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INDIA-ORIGIN GOPI THOTAKURA HEADS
TO SPACE: WHATIS SPACE TOURISM?

GOPI THOTAKURA, an entrepreneur and
apilot, is set to become the first person of

Indian origin to go to space as a tourist on

the NS-25 mission of Blue Origin —a com-.
%\#Mlsﬂmmmwho is also
the founder of Amazon. Thotakura has

nse asone of the six crew mem-
bers for the mission. The launch date of
the mission is yet to be announced.

In recent years, space tourism has
grown in popularity. In 2023, the space
tourism market was estimated to be
worth $848.28 million. It is expected to
grow to $27,861.99 million by 2032.
However, there are several challenges
that may limit the industry’s growth.

Whatis space tourism?

Space tourismis a form of space travel,
whichis done for recreational or business
purposes. There are two main types of
space tourism, sub-orbi i

The sub-orbital spacecraft takes pas-
sengers just beyond the Karman ling —.it
lies nei# 100 kilometres our heads
and is considered to be the boundary be-
tween Earth’s atmosphere and outerspace.
The passengers get tospend a few minutes
inouter space and then come back to Earth.
The NS-25 mission, which Thotakura is a

Orbital spacecraft take passengers
much farther than the Karman line.
Usually, passengers can spend from a

Gopi Thotakura. Linkedin

they spent three days orbiting the Earth.

What are the challenges?

Currently, space tourism is expensive.
A passenger generally has to pay at least
amillion dollars to reach outer space. This
is mainly because of high manufacturing

costs and the cost of fuel.
Studies have found ris
may cause i age as
i i micals

directly into the upper atmosphere.
—A2022 study published in the journal
Earth’s Future found that soot emissions
from rocket launches are far more effec-
tive at warming the atmosphere com-
pared to other sources.

Safety is also a concern. Atotal of 676 .

people have flown i
them have died as of November 2023, ac-

couple of days to more than a week atan
altitude of u

In 2021, Space X's Falcon 9 took four
passengers toanaltitude of 160 km, where

cording 10 a_report by Astronomy
Magazine. This means that approximately
3% of astronauts died during their space
flight which is a high fatality rate. ENS



